[H] 


Said R. Yohanan, “If he [the first] passed from office and 
[nonetheless] performed an act of sacrificial service [on the Day of 
Atonement], his act of sacrificial service is valid.” 


[I] The act of sacrificial service of which one [is under discussion by 
Yohanan]? 


[J] Let us infer the answer to that question from the following: 


[K] M’SH B: Ben Elem of Sepphoris: The high priest was affected by 
a seminal emission on the Day of Atonement [which rendered him 
invalid for service], and Ben Elem entered and served in his place. 


[L] He came out and said to the king, “The bullock and ram which are 
offered this day — of whose animals are they offered, mine or the 
[deposed] high priest’s?” 


[M] Now the king knew full well what he was really asking [which 
was to stay in office and provide the animals himself]. He said to 
him, “Ben Elem, it is not enough for you that you served for one 
moment before Him who spoke and brought the world into being.” 


[N] Then Ben Elem understood that he had been separated from the 
high priesthood. 


[O] M’SH B: Simeon b. Qimhit went out to take a walk with the 
king on the eve of the Day of Atonement at twilight, and a 
spurt of spit [from the king’s mouth] splattered on [the priest’ s] 
garment and so rendered him unclean. Judah, his brother, went 
in and served in his stead. On that day, their mother [Qimhit] 
had the pleasure of seeing two sons in the office of the high 
priest. 


[P] Seven sons did Qimhit have, and all of them served in the 
high priesthood. They sent and said to Qimhit, “Now what 
kinds of good deeds [did you do to merit such glory]?” 


[Q] She replied to them, “May [a terrible thing] happen to me, 
if [even] the beams of my house ever once gazed upon the 
hair of my head or the thread of my chemise in my entire 
life [because of my modesty].” 


[R] They said, “All meal is fine, but the meal of Qimhit is the 
finest of fine flour.” 


[S] They recited in her regard the following verse: “The 
princess is decked in her chamber with gold-woven 
robes” (Ps. 45:13). 


